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A note from Rev. Wanda 

Dear friends in Christ, 
  
Happy Thanksgiving! 
What do you have to be thankful for this year? Gratitude is an important practice for our 
mental health, interpersonal relationships, and frankly, to make this world a better 
place. But not everybody is in a place to feel gratitude… yet. And that’s OK. As we en-
ter into this season of dazzling colour and cooler days, I invite you to remember that 
whatever has happened in your life, we can trust in the generosity and love of our Crea-
tor God. Remember the words of Matthew: 
  
“Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,  
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.” 
  
Comforting words, but also challenging words. How would you hear those words if you 
literally did not have food for your thanksgiving table? How would you hear those words 
if you had a feast laid on your table, friends and family gathered round, knowing there 
are hungry ones in this world? 
Let’s remember this season to be grateful, and from that gratitude, trusting in the one 
who never leaves our side, that we can be a part of God’s banquet to which all are invit-
ed. I don’t know how you will participate, but I trust you will. 
October is, appropriately, a month to acknowledge food, scarcity and abundance in our 
country and around the world. 
This coming Sunday is Thanksgiving, a celebration of the local harvest and beauty of 
the land! Then the following Sunday is World Food Sunday, with more of a food justice 
focus. Then we have peace Sunday, then we are approaching Hallowe’en, which 
means All Saints Day, All Souls Day, Reformation Sunday. 
  
Please join us this fall as we remember our heritage, remember each other, and give 
thanks for all God’s blessings! 
  
If you would like to join us in person, we are slowly re-opening our services for in per-
son worship. We will re-evaluate the current plan for Advent or if there is increased de-
mand, but for now, we can accommodate up to 25 people in the hall for worship. 
Please call the office to register, or if you decide after 1pm Friday you can email, call or 
text me 416-919-0436. For more information about COVID 19 protocol, please read the 
rest of this email. We will be requiring proof of vaccination to attend in person for the 
immediate future. 
  
Please also note that starting October 24, the link for our weekly worship will change. 
The new link will no longer require a waiting room (Zoom has increased its security fea-
tures since we began a year and a half ago!), which will be a little easier on the tech 
crew, and quicker for you to join the service at any time. We will release the new link 
after October 17. 
  
I think that’s everything for now! It is wonderful to be back among you all. Driving west 
was inspiring and humbling, seeing the diverse beauty of our country. It was also hum-
bling because of the 16 Indian Residential school sites John and I visited. Please see 
the report in this newsletter, that also appeared in the East Central Ontario Regional 
Council newsletter earlier this month. 
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Lots to think about, pray about, and give thanks for… may you feel the blessings of 
God, Creator Christ and Spirit surround you in the glow of fall leaves, and lead you into 
the promise of love and abundance for all. 
  
Written with a prayer for peace and love, 
  
  
Rev. Wanda  

We need your help 

 

We are looking for a rent geared to income apart-
ment for a young man.  If you know of an afforda-
ble apartment available, please contact the office 
at admin@trinitystandrews.ca or call  

613-475-1311  

mailto:admin@trinitystandrews.ca
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Witnessing 

I have a story to tell. It’s my story, but so many others’ stories are 
implied, hinted, revealed… and I can’t tell anyone’s story but my 
own. I don’t want this to be about me, or my words, but my prayer 
is that this telling will inspire you, as I have been, to listen bravely 
and patiently; to witness without judgment, but with all your heart. 
To continue to acknowledge and engage a painful reality of our country. 
  
After a year of virtually trekking across Canada with many of you, hearing elders and other 
wise ones speak from various communities about their work and challenges, and then the 
devastating news.., 215 unmarked graves of children found, and then 751, 182, 104… I  
realized that my husband and I would be driving across Canada this summer, and that our 
travels would take us past many of these communities and memorials. 
  
Cheryl Bear, director of community ministry at First United in Vancouver, asked us to “lean 
in and listen” after the discovery at Kamloops on May 28. I have prayed about that for 
weeks. To pay attention, learn by listening and watching, but not to get in the way. How do 
we do that? 
  
In August, Ena Clews, an elder at Trinity St Andrew’s United Church in Brighton, agreed to 
make orange prayer squares. Several folks from our congregation found fabric, ties, and 
wrote messages of solidarity, love, contrition, and some younger ones drew pictures of  
dinosaurs. We all wrote from our hearts, and I packed the squares and messages into a bag 
that sat right behind the driver’s seat as we headed west. 
  
In the end, we visited the sites of 16 schools. On more than one occasion I realized at the 
end of the day that we had indeed driven by other sites. Sometimes I was able to swing 
back on the way home, but not always. One hundred and thirty-nine residential schools… 
That number doesn’t include day schools, industrial schools. Many are in isolated  
communities, but we didn’t have to stray far from our trip to visit 16. 
  
The first few days in Ontario we visited the sites of two schools in Spanish Ontario, then a 
graveyard in Chapleau. Then a memorial, sitting on the corner of a Catholic elementary 
school in Thunder Bay. In Kenora we visited the site of the Kenora school, and a memorial 
for the Cecelia Jeffery Indian Residential School. 
  
I don’t want to list a bunch of names of schools because each visit was more than just a 
footnote in a travel log. But let me tell you some observations: many of the sites we visited 
were lovingly tended. 
Graves lovingly tended. 

This post contains distressing information about the Residential School System 
and colonial violence. If you are indigenous, and in crisis or need someone to 
talk to, please reach out to:   

National Indian Residential School Crisis Line| 24/7 | 1.866.925.4419 
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Graves at the site of a school. 
The sites were often near railway tracks. Often near a body of water. Sometimes they 
were on a reserve but not always. Some were urban and the buildings now repurposed, 
some were empty plots of land found only by GPS coordinates and internet sleuthing. 
Some were protected by signs warning the uninvited to stay out, and some invited visitors 
into the pain and anger of signs. Some just a marker, the site now a Legion Hall, child  
services building etc etc. Just about every site was adorned with shoes, orange shirts, 
children’s toys, and evidence of tobacco and ceremonies. 
  
At Kenora John and I met Donald Kelly, an elder and day school survivor who asked me 
to share his story. He spoke about the shame he felt from a young age, even though he 
still lived at home and saw his parents every night. He remembers clearly. Here is what I 
wrote that night: 
  
“We met Donald Kelly there, whose 65th birthday is this week. He is a day school  
survivor. He stopped in his truck to talk with us. He was very soft spoken – said he has 14 
children, 52 grandchildren and more great grand-children. Said he never learned about 
parenting. He wanted people to know some of the things that happened to him– the 
priests beat him so badly one day, he went home and his mother was washing the floors. 
The lake was sparkling in the sunlight, and he said quietly he didn’t want to be this colour 
anymore. He wanted light hair and skin and blue eyes. Then he started to cry. Him mother 
dropped the scrub brush and came to him, crying as well. He said why are you crying? 
She said because I love you. And I know you are going to change things because you just 
said that. She said don’t worry about the people who can hurt your body – they can’t take 
your soul. He said when a priest was holding him down and masturbating on him, he  
remembered that. 
  
When I asked him if it was OK to place the prayer squares from our community in  
Brighton, he said sure, then said ‘Here I have this for you.’ He gave us a bag of tobacco 
and said sprinkle this when you pray. ‘You don’t have a spirit name, but if you say your 
own name, Creator will find you.’ He said as long as he shares the stories of what  
happened to him, then when his time comes he thinks Creator will say he has done well. 
Teachings – all the grandfather teaching are nothing if you don’t have love. Fill yourself 
with love and the other teachings will follow.” 
  
After Kenora we left tobacco when it felt right. I still have much of the pouch. My prayer 
was always “Help us to do better.” Because we won’t get there on our own. 
  
I am overwhelmed by the number of schools we visited. Schools with graveyards. I am 
humbled by the idea that my beloved church participated in a program that allowed such 
horrific abuse. It us humbling, reminding me that we really do need to listen, and not  
always assume we understand the right way to do things. Or fix things. 
  
I pray that each of us non-indigenous folk have an opportunity to witness. We need to 
keep learning, and to stay attentive. There are more stories to hear, and they won’t be 
easy. There are more changes that need to happen, and that won’t be easy. But without 
all of us “leaning in and listening”, we won’t have healing. 
  
For now, we are so broken. I don’t think God wants us to be broken. 
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Loonie/Twonie Fundraiser 

Thank you to the congregation for the wonderful response 
with our Loonie/Twonie Fundraiser that happened over the 

summer.  A reminder to hand in your boxes if you haven't al-
ready done so.  You can call Sharon McMullen 613-475-2928 
or drop them at the church office (Tuesday, Wednesday, Fri-

day 10am – 12:30pm). 

Vaccination Policy 

 Hello Members of TSA 
 Your church council met on Sept. 28 by Zoom.  From an abun-
dance of care and concern for the vulnerable, and to live up to 
our duty of care for our staff and volunteers, a motion was made 
that Council mandate that all TSA church functions will require 
all persons in attendance be double vaccinated and provide 
proof of their vaccination status.     

Worship Happenings!  

Reopening: 
Our gradual reopening plan has begun, allowing 25 
people to attend Sunday worship services in the 
Hall.  We will adjust as we are allowed by HKPR 
Public Health and as demand from the congregation 
increases. 

 
Upcoming services: 
October 10       Thanksgiving Sunday 
October 17       World Food Sunday 
October 24       Peace Sunday 
October 31       Reformation Sunday 
Plan ahead for our Anniversary Service on Sunday, November 28 with a special guest 
preacher! 
Taizé: 
Our monthly Taizé services resume on Tuesday, October 12 at 7 pm – on the usual 
Zoom channel.  Please register with the office if you wish to attend in person – we have 
space for up to 25 to join in person. 
Scripture Readers: 
Would you like to participate in worship by reading scripture?  Please contact Beth 
Street street.beth@gmail.com, ph:  613-661-6430, so that you can be linked up for 
training.  

mailto:street.beth@gmail.com
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Devotional - Of Cartoons, Children, and a 
Still-Speaking God 
Vicki Kemper 
Then the Lord said to Noah… - Genesis 7:1 (NRSV) 
When I was about six years old, I watched a cartoon about Noah’s ark in which God’s 
voice was represented by a sunbeam. Whenever the sunbeam shone on Noah, he 
would hear God telling him what to do. 
I remember riding in the back seat of the family car around that time, my short legs 
hanging over the edge of the seat, and the sky the only thing my wide eyes could see 
through the window. 
Whenever I glimpsed a sunbeam, I would think, “God is talking to somebody!” I  
wondered if God would ever speak to me. 
 
That memory has never left me. Neither has my sense of a God who speaks to  
us – not in words, necessarily, but with love and tenderness. 
Sometimes, I’ve longed desperately for a word from God and heard nothing. Other 
times I’m sure God was clamoring for my attention but I wasn’t listening. When a holy 
word has come, in whatever form, it has left me both grateful and hungering for more. 
These days I have a divinity degree, a ministry, a spiritual director, and my own  
spiritual practices. Yet sometimes I must still remind myself that if God really speaks 
through sunbeams, suffering, nature, prayer, the poor, music, my neighbor, and who 
knows what else, I’d best go stand in a ray of filtered light – or wherever the Spirit of 
Love might be. 
Where do you perceive God best? What are the memories, images, sounds, and  
situations that serve as spiritual gateways for you? How might you put yourself in their 
path today? 
 
Prayer 
For sunbeams, cartoons, and every little thing that opens our hearts to your tender 
word, we give you thanks and praise. 
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Heart and Vision 

Toronto United Church Council’s annual Heart & Vision Awards Concert recognizes 
individuals whose work advances social justice. In 2021, the awards will be presented 
to Ekua Asabea Blair and Lawrence Hill who, through their community and literary 
work, address the roots and contemporary reality of systemic racism in Canada, and 
offer us all an alternative vision of love and hope. Please join us for a free online  
celebration at 7 pm on Monday, November 18 featuring the music of Jackie  
Richardson, Billy Newton-Davis and Julie Michels. Featuring a special appearance by 
Poet Laureate George Elliot Clarke. Register at https://
heartandvision2021.eventbrite.ca to receive the event link. 
Thank you for your assistance in raising awareness of this event. It is much  
appreciated. If you have any questions please feel free to contact me by email or 
phone. We hope to see you on October 18th! 
All the best, 
Ali Hayes (She/Her) 
(905) 771-5124 ex. 31 
www.tucc.ca 

United Church of Canada 

Save the Date! The Church in Mission Unit invites you to celebrate and learn with us 
about the many love and justice ministries of our church. November 3—7, the unit is 
hosting ENGAGE! a love and justice gathering on Whova. Whova is an online event 
platform that can be used on your desktop, laptop, or mobile device. Once you register 
for this event  you’ll receive information about how to easily access our gathering. 
We will gather to worship, learn, build community, and recognize who and whose we 
are. Join us to worship, build community, and learn together with global partners,  
communities of faith, networks, Canadian partners, and more! Throughout this five-day 
online event we will: 

• Engage deep spirituality 

• Engage daring justice 

• Engage courageous community 

• Engage bold discipleship 

• Engage hope 
If you would like to share with others what you are doing through a workshop or online 
booth, please send an email to edge@united-church.ca. 
 
www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/the-united-church-of-canada/events/engage-love-
and-justice-ministries-of-the-united-church-of-canada 

https://heartandvision2021.eventbrite.ca/
https://heartandvision2021.eventbrite.ca/
http://www.tucc.ca/
mailto:edge@united-church.ca
http://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/the-united-church-of-canada/events/engage-love-and-justice-ministries-of-the-united-church-of-canada
http://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/the-united-church-of-canada/events/engage-love-and-justice-ministries-of-the-united-church-of-canada
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40 Days of Engagement on Anti-Racism 
October 12 is the launch of the 40 Days of Engagement on Anti-Racism program! Join 
us for the first livestream on Tuesday, October 12 at 7:00 p.m. ET. Paul Douglas  
Walfall will be presenting on "Becoming an Anti-Racist Disciple." This event will be 
livestreamed on both Zoom and Facebook Live. Sign up today to reserve your spot. 
(contact the church office and Pamela can connect you to the appropriate person). 
 
There will be a 40 Days livestream event every Tuesday, between October 12–
November 26, with a variety of presenters and topics. These sessions will also be  
recorded and available for later viewing. 
 
Each day from Tuesday, October 12 to Friday, November 26 (with the exception of 
Sundays) there will be a new reflection on anti-racism, as well as activities suitable for 
adults and children. These activities can be done alone, as a family, or in groups.  
  
This is an excellent opportunity to delve deeply into anti-racism work with this 40-day 
time of learning, reflection, and advocacy with The United Church of Canada.  
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