
WORSHIP SERVICE  
SUNDAY MARCH 29, 2020  
Lent 5 
 
W e l c o m e   

 
R e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  L a n d  
a n d  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e   
 
A  T i m e  f o r  S i l e n t  R e f l e c t i o n   
 
C a l l  t o  W o r s h i p   
One:  Each step on Christ’s Way,  

each step of our lives,  
takes us to new places,  
new times.  
Some of those are times to rest—  
like Jesus did,  
when he stopped to pray.  
Some are times to be 
challenged—  
as Jesus was, by the woman 
from Syrophonecia.  
Some are times to celebrate, 
even in the face of grief—  
as Jesus did, when he shared his 
last meal with his friends.  

All:  Whether our bones are dry, our 
spirits weary,  
or we are filled with energy, 
ready to go;  
this is our time to be 
together—  

One:  listening for the Sprit,  
All:  loving one another,  
One:  worshipping our God!  
All:  Worshipping our God!  
 
O p e n i n g  P r a y e r   
One:  You, who are the Holy Spirit, 

moving the waters,  
you, who are the Creator, 
whispering in Ezekiel’s ear,  
you, who are the Christ, breathing 
new life into the church,  

you, who are the Wind that 
Makes All Winds Blow,  
your people are here.  
Your world is here.  
Dry bones, wondering if there is 
still life in us.  
Speak to the winds, we pray.  
Fill us again, with life,  
life abundant,  
life made new.  
Fill us again, that we might 
breath, loving God!  
Amen.  
 

H y m n   
Come Touch Our Hearts (MV) 12,  
verse 1 only 
 
1. Come touch our hearts that we 

may know compassion, 
from failing embers build a 
blazing fire; 
love strong enough to overturn 
injustice, 
to seek a world more gracious, 
come touch and bless our hearts. 

Words an music:  Gordon Light, 2002; Arr. Andrew 
Donaldson, 2002 
Words and music copyright ©2002 Coomon Cup Companay, 
www.commoncup.com, Used by permission. 
Arrangement copyright ©2002 by Andrew Donadson.  Used 
by permission. All rights reserved OneLicense#732922-A 

 
W i t n e s s  o f  t h e  S t e w a r d s   
R e s p o n s e  
One:  For the stories we have shared,  

for the lives we have lived,  
for the love you have given—  

All:  Thank you, God!  
One:  May the stories of our friends  

remind us, all,  
that we are on the Way, together!  

All:  Thank you, God! Amen!  
 
H y m n   
Breathe on me, Breath of God (VU) 382 
 
1 Breathe on me, breath of God, 

http://www.commoncup.com/


 fill me with life anew, 
that I may love  
what thou dost love, 

 and do what thou wouldst do. 
 
2 Breathe on me, breath of God, 
 until my heart is pure, 
 until my will is one with thine, 
 to do and to endure. 
 
3 Breathe on me, breath of God, 
 till I am wholly thine, 
 until this earthly part of me 
 glows with thy fire divine. 
 
4 Breathe on me, breath of God: 
 so shall I never die, 
 but live with thee the perfect life 
 of thine eternity. 
Words:  Edwin Hatch 1878; French Trans. Suzanne Bidgrain 
1937 Music:  Robert Jackson 1888 
All rights reserved OneLicense#732922-A 
 
C h i l d r e n ’ s  P r o g r a m   
 
S c r i p t u r e   
Ezekiel 37:1–14  
 
R e f l e c t i o n   
Who’d Have Thunk It?  
 
H y m n   
Spirit of Life (VU) 381  

 
Spirit of Life, come unto me. 
Sing in my heart  
all the stirrings of compassion. 
Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; 
move in the hand,  
giving life the shape of justice. 
Roots hold me close;  
wings set me free; 
Spirit of Life, come to me,  
come to me. 

Words:  Carolyn McDade 1981 
Music:  Caroly NcDade 1981, harm. Grace Lewis-McLaren 
1992, alt. Words and music copyright©1981 Caroly McDade 
Harmony © 1992 Unitarian Universalist Association. 
All rights reserved OneLicense#732922-A 

W o r k  o f  t h e  P e o p l e   
 
A n n o u n c e m e n t s  a n d  a  
M i n u t e  f o r  M i s s i o n   
 
T h e  O f f e r i n g   
I n v i t a t i o n   
One:  The Way of Lent is a path that we 

travel each year,  
as a time for us to remember 
Jesus’ journey.  
On that journey he met many 
people.  
On that journey, he meets us:  
in our times of prayer,  
in our times of blessing,  
in our times of worship,  
in our times of sharing.  
So, come, siblings in Christ!  
Come to the table, so that we 
might share  
all that we have,  
all that we are,  
for the love of our neighbours,  
for the healing of creation,  
for the hope of the world.  
Come!  
 

S i n g i n g   
Let Us Break Bread Together On Our 
Knees (VU) 480 
1 Let us break bread together on 

our knees, 
let us break bread together on 
our knees. 
 
When I fall down on my knees 

 with my face to the rising sun, 
 Oh, Lord, have mercy on me. 
 
2 Let us drink wine together on our 

knees, 
let us drink wine together on our 
knees. R 
 
 



3 Let us praise God together on our 
knees, 
let us praise God together on our 
knees. R 

Words:  African-American spiritual 19th cent. 
Music:  African-American spiritual 19th cent. Traditional, 
harm. F.R.C. Clarke 1971 
Harmony copyright©1971 F.R.C.Clarke 
All rights reserved OneLicense#732922-A 
  
P r a y e r   
All:  What we have, we freely share,  

loving God.  
Blessed by your love,  
may we be a blessing in your 
world.  
May what we offer always be 
used in service of your grace,  
your peace, and your love.  
Amen! 
  

C e l e b r a t i n g  a t  C h r i s t ’ s  
T a b l e   
One:  God is with you!  
All:  And also with you.  
One:  Lift up your hearts!  
All:  We lift them to God.  
One:  Let us give thanks to God, the 
God of all the universe!  
All:  It is right to give God thanks 

and praise!  
One:  And so we do praise you, loving 

God!  
From the beginning of the 
beginning,  
when there was nothing at all, but 
your Presence,  
you called creation into being.  

All:  You said, “Light!”  
You said, “Earth!”  
You said, “Heavens!”  
You said, “Stars!”  

One:  You said, “Creatures of the water 
and air!”  
You said, “Creatures of the land!”  
And you said,  

All:  “This is good. This is very 
good.”  

One:  It is good! Thank you, loving 
God.  

All:  Thank you, loving God!  
One:  We give you thanks for our 

ancestors,  
those of our bodies, and those of 
our faith—  
our grandparents  
who have taught us what it 
means to be your people.  
Sarah and Abraham,  
Miriam and Ezekiel,  
Mary and Peter…  
and all those who have shared 
your stories  
in the years that followed.  

All:  Thank you, loving God!  
One:  For all that you have given us,  

your people, Trinity-St. Andrew’s, 
The United Church of Canada, 
our siblings who walk Jesus’ 
Way,  
people of faith,  
all people,  
and all our relations—  
for life and life abundant,  
we give you thanks!  

All:  Thank you, loving God!  
One:  Even in these times of 

unprecedented distress, 
when fear, worry, scarcity, 
loneliness and isolation 

 fill our hearts and our thoughts; 
when headlines scream,  
“pandemic” 

 and we can’t stop the noise, 
 your loving whisper calms us, 
 gives us strength, 

and shows us the hope of 
tomorrow. 

All:  Thank you, loving God!  
One:  And so we join our voices with 

the song of all creation,  
celebrating your love:  

All:  Holy, holy, holy God,  
God of love and life,  



heaven and earth are full of 
your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed is the one who comes 
in your name!  
Hosanna in the highest!  
 
One: But, even as we thank you, 
we remember  
that we have not always lived out 
your call.  
We have sinned in thought, word, 
and action,  
by what we have done, and by 
what we have failed to do.  
We have not loved you with our 
whole heart,  
or loved our neighbours as we 
love ourselves.  
We have maintained systems  
that give more power to those 
who already have it,  
and take away what little some 
people have.  
We have turned away when your 
love would have had us turn 
toward.  
Receive the prayers of our hearts  
for those parts of our lives that we 
have broken.  

 
(A time for silent prayer)  
 

Forgive us, we pray.  
All: Forgive us, we pray.  
One:  As forgiven and forgiving people,  

we pray for all those who are in 
need,  
wherever they are,  
whoever they are.  
We ask, God,  
that you would help us to be  
agents of healing and hope  
to all who are hurting,  
all who are afraid,  

all who are hungry, all who are 
alone.  
Receive the prayers of our hearts,  
for the people we know…  
 

(A time for silent prayer)  
 

Blessed are you, loving God.  
All:  Blessed are you, loving God.  
One:  In prayer and celebration, we give 

you thanks—  
for Jesus, the Christ,  
for his life among us,  
for his teachings,  
for his laughter,  
for his compassion,  
for his tears.  

All:  For all that he was, and is, and 
always will be!  
One:  And, with his death and 

resurrection in mind and heart,  
we sing the mystery of our faith:  

All:  Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again!  

One:  We remember that, on the night 
before he was taken to what 
would be his death,  
he gathered with his disciples for 
a feast of remembrance and 
celebration.  
As the meal began, he took the 
bread and gave thanks to you, 
saying,  
“Blessed are you, Lord God of the 
universe, who brings grain from 
the earth!”  
And then he broke the bread and 
gave it to those gathered saying,  
“Take this, all of you, and eat it.  
This is my body, given for you.  
Each time you eat bread—  

All:  “Remember me.”  
One:  When the meal was almost over, 

he took a cup of wine  



and again gave thanks to you, 
saying,  
“Blessed are you, Lord God of the 
universe, who brings fruit from the 
earth!”  
And then he lifted the cup up and 
gave it to those gathered saying,  
“Take this, all of you, and drink it.  
This is my promise, in my life’s 
blood,  
that sin is forgiven.  
Each time you drink—  

All:  “Remember me.”  
One:  So, as people of Jesus’ Way,  

we eat, we drink, and we 
remember.  
Holy One, send your Spirit upon 
us and upon these gifts,  
that they, and we, might truly be 
Jesus’ body and blood,  
dry bones given new life,  
dry bones alive in the world!  
Through Christ, with Christ, and 
in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 
glory is yours, God most holy,  
now and forever.  

All:  Amen.  
One:  Let us share the words that Jesus 

gave to all his disciples…  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine 
is the kingdom, the power and 
the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen  

  
One:  The gifts of God,  

for the people of God!  

All:  Thanks be to God!  
One:  Come, for the table is ready, and 
our cup is overflowing!  
 
(Communion is shared)  
 
P r a y e r  a f t e r  C o m m u n i o n   
All:  For the bread we have eaten,  

for the fruit on our tongue,  
for the life we have received,  
thank you, loving God.  
May what we have done here  
touch us so deeply,  
that it will always remain in our 
hearts—  
sending us into our lives,  
living Christ’s love.  
Amen.  
 

H y m n   
Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness (VU 375)  
  

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 
blow thro' the wilderness calling 
and free, 

 Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 
 stir me from placidness, 
 Wind, Wind on the sea. 
 
1 You moved on the waters, you 

called to the deep, 
then you coaxed up the 
mountains from the 

 valleys of sleep; 
and over the eons you called to 
each thing: 
wake from your slumbers and rise 
on your wings. R 
 

2 You swept thro' the desert, you 
stung with the sand, 
and you goaded your people with 
a law and a land; 
and when they were blinded with 
their idols and lies, 



then you spoke thro' your 
prophets to open their eyes. R 

 
3 You sang in a stable, you cried 

from a hill, 
then you whispered in silence 
when the whole world 

 was still; 
and down in the city you called 
once again, 
when you blew through your 
people on the rush 

 of the wind. R 
 
4 You call from tomorrow, you 

break ancient schemes, 
from the bondage of sorrow the 
captives dream dreams, 
our women see visions, our men 
clear their eyes, 
with bold new decisions your 
people arise. R 

Words: James K. Manley 1975 
Music;  James K Manley 1975 
Words and music copyright ©1978 James K. Manley 
All rights reserved OneLicense#732922-A 
 
B e n e d i c t i o n  a n d  
C o m m i s s i o n i n g   

One: Each step on Christ’s Way, each    
step of our lives,  
takes us to new places, new 
times.  
Some of those are times to rest—  
like Jesus did, when he stopped 
to pray.  
Some are times to be 
challenged—  
as Jesus was, by the woman from 
Syrophonecia.  
Some are times to celebrate, 
even in the face of grief—  
as Jesus did, when he shared his 
last meal with his friends.  

All: With bones given flesh, and 
lives renewed,  
let us go into God’s world—  
listening for the Sprit,  

loving one another,  
worshipping our God!  

One:  And the peace of Christ, that 
 passes all understanding,  

rests and remains with us,  
now and forever.  

All:  AMEN!  
 
 
 
 
 

 


