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A note from Rev. Wanda 

Dear family in Christ, 
  
I write this letter to you as Christmas lights flicker on, shedding a little sparkle and glow into an 
early winter night. It’s not even supper time, but it’s night-time. Welcome to December! 
  
Our faith reminds us that in these shadowy times, we can trust in the presence of God; Advent 
is a time of waiting, wondering, and daring to look into the face of mystery and trusting in the 
goodness that is awaiting discovery, awaiting revelation. As our anniversary speaker the Rev. 
Michael Blair reminded us this past Sunday, even in these times when the way forward is un-
clear, we must rest here – right here – and not simply wish away the days. Can I use a spring 
metaphor in early December – dare we bloom where we are planted? What does it mean to 
seek the welfare of our world when we are tired of isolating, tired of showing vaccination proof, 
tired of worrying about the next variant or outbreak… how do we thrive, when we are tired? 
  
The simple answer is, we do it together. Patiently, extending grace when we mess up, extending 
a hand when we feel overwhelmed, and extending love when we feel alone. It’s not easy, but we 
do it together, and we do it in the presence of the Holy. 
  
And right now we are blessed to gather together on Sunday morning in person, for those who 
are comfortable, and on Facebook, YouTube and Zoom for those who still need to be at home, 
for any reason.  We have changed our focus now to be an in-person church that is also live-
streaming. That may not sound like a big deal, but it was a big change for our tech crew! We are 
grateful for your patience as we work out unexpected glitches, and grateful for your trust that we 
are committed to bringing worship to those of you at home. If anyone reading this would like to 
help out with various tasks in the livestream, please let me know! We are always looking for ex-
tra hands to help out. Do you know a student who needs volunteer hours and can work with us 
on Sunday morning? Please let us know that too! 
  
In the meantime, I look forward to the Advent journey with all of you! Please join us Tuesday De-
cember 14 at 7:00 for our Advent Taizé live in our sanctuary, and also on Zoom. And Christmas 
Eve we have a treat – two outdoor services featuring carols, the Christmas story from the Gos-
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pel of Luke, communion and candles. The Worship Committee decided to go outdoors so there 
would be no restrictions on who attends. We can safely celebrate the birth of our Christ with the 
whole community. So dress warmly, bring a lawn chair and be prepared to sing your favourite car-
ols! Both services will be the same, and will last roughly half an hour. 
  
Please let us know if there is anything you need from your church. Would you like a visit from the 
minister? Let me know! Do you need groceries? Let us know!  and while we hold onto the beauti-
ful things we began during the pandemic, we are also celebrating as familiar programs start up 
again – in addition to in-person worship, Supper’s Ready begins this week. 
  
We greet this season with a sense of hope and trust, that God is with us, and God wants only 
good things for us. Whether we are faced with a new variant, whether our society stays open, no 
matter how hesitant or bold we are about gathering, that baby is going to be born. Again. Whatev-
er else is happening in our world, let’s trust in the One who came to give us life and give it abun-
dantly. Let’s trust in the One who will save us… Let’s trust. 
  
I write with wishes for a blessed Advent journey that leads to new life in Christ… 
  
Rev. Wanda   

Indigenous Jesus 

By Matt Laney  

When Creator Sets Free [Jesus] saw the great crowd, he went back up the mountainside and 

sat down to teach the people. His followers came to him there. So he took a deep breath, 

opened his mouth, and began to share his wisdom and to teach them how to see the Crea-

tor’s Good Road [the gospel]. - Matthew 5:1-2, First Nations Version (FNV) 

The notion that God sent Jesus from heaven to earth to save the lowly earthlings might be 

the theological root of colonialism and cultural supremacy. 

What if, as the First Nations Version: An Indigenous Translation of the New Testa-

https://trinitystandrews.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c89cf88e88be39c916aecddfc&id=0cf130b2e6&e=5eec2d8831
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 mentassumes, Jesus was indigenous? What shifts as we view colonialism as antithetical to the 

gospel? 

“Indigenous” comes from the Latin indu, meaning “within,” and gignere, meaning “to beget.” 

Something or someone is indigenous if they emerged from within this ecosystem or are begotten 

of this land, not imposed from outside this land. 

An indigenous Christ doesn’t enter the world from an extraterrestrial realm to impose a foreign 

truth. An indigenous Christ emerges within this creation as the truly Natural One who calls us 

back to ourselves, back to the earth, back to all our relations. 

Therefore, the point of Jesus’ Good Road (the gospel) is not becoming something else, but be-

coming truly ourselves, accessing the divinity that is natural and indigenous to every person and 

to all creation. 

Christianity has been used and abused as a force of colonization in the name of “saving” indige-

nous people. That is an outrageous tragedy. Perhaps indigenous Christians, and an indigenous 

Christ, will help save Christianity. 

Prayer 

Indigenous One, as we begin Indigenous Heritage Month, remind us all, indigenous and nonin-
digenous alike, that you do not impose your will from on high. Remind us that you are Emmanu-
el, God-with-us, inviting us to walk your Good Road.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Matt Laney is the Senior Pastor of Virginia Highland Church UCC in Atlanta, GA and 
the author of Pride Wars, a fantasy series published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt for 
Young Readers. The first two books, The Spinner Prince and The Four Guardiansare 

https://trinitystandrews.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c89cf88e88be39c916aecddfc&id=0cf130b2e6&e=5eec2d8831
https://trinitystandrews.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c89cf88e88be39c916aecddfc&id=2e08c6f41f&e=5eec2d8831
https://trinitystandrews.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c89cf88e88be39c916aecddfc&id=8b2f32ee2f&e=5eec2d8831
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2022 Church Calendars 
...are now available! 
They will be on sale at the Ten Thousand Villages Sales 
Dec 3, 4,5 or by contacting the church office 
at admin@trinitystandrews.ca or 613-475-1311 

Taize 

Join us during this season of Advent for a con-

templative worship service in the style of Taize 

community, Tuesday December 14th, 7pm 

Proof of second vaccination required, masked 

and socially distanced 

Supper's Ready has resumed! 
Wednesdays at 5pm, drive thru dinner.  Order you meal ahead of 
time by Tuesday 4pm at suppersreadybrighton@gmail.com or call 
613-475-5472  

Covid-19 and Worship 

We are back in the Sanctuary!  No pre-registration 

needed.  Proof of 2nd vaccination required each time 

you enter, masks worn at all times and socially dis-

tanced.  Please enter through the hall doors for screen-

ing and we thank you in advance for your patience as 

we navigate together, this Pandemic. 

Parking 

We are back in the Sanctuary and blessed to be 

able to see our pew neighbours again. 

We are asking a favour, a kindness ......for people 

who are able to walk a little extra in the morning to 

park at the municipal lot and save space for people 

who need to park a little closer.  Thank you for 

your consideration! 

mailto:admin@trinitystandrews.ca
mailto:suppersreadybrighton@gmail.com
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This year we are encouraging people to consider giving something back to our world by 
supporting another worthwhile cause. Beside the Ten Thousand Villages “boutique” in the 
hall, there will be four booths set up that will provide information and an opportunity to do-
nate to: 

• Doctors Without Borders 

• Gifts with Vision 

• Canadian Foodgrains Bank 

• Brighton Christmas Hampers 
Items for sale range from coffee, tea, chocolate  & olive oil to non-food items such as jewel-
lery, clothing, toys, musical instruments, journals, children’s books and so much more. Eve-
ry year there is a different selection of Christmas ornaments.  
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The community of Brighton is again providing Christmas hampers  to those in Brighton 
who qualify. All of the churches, stores and services clubs make sure that everyone is 
provided for.  
 
Last year we assisted 130 families including 82 teens and144 children.  
 
Our church is notorious for its knitting tree and I am hoping that we live up to our repu-
tation . They are requesting that we focus on teens this year.  
 
If you are interested in helping with this wonderful outreach please let Elizabeth 
Scriven know. We can use money, new items and willing hands. 
 
If you know of anyone who might qualify for assistance please let me know. The dead-
line has passed but no one is turned away. 
 
Elizabeth Scriven 
613 391 4051 
elizabeth@huffroad.ca  

mailto:elizabeth@huffroad.ca
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Offerings 
Thank you for your continued support within our 
current situation. 
We are back to worshipping together, but with a few 
changes; one of them being how we do our offer-
ing.  There will be a basket by the screening table, 
as you enter the hall if you would like to drop off 
your offering.  We will not be passing the plate dur-
ing the service.  Of course you can still continue to 
donate online through our website, or you can send 
a cheque in the mail to P.O. Box 1052, Brighton, 
ON K0K 1H0 or you can etransfer 
to admin@trinitystandrews.ca. 

We Need Your Help 
Our worship service requires many volunteers 
to run smoothly as we are using our new AV 
system and still offering the service online for 
those who wish to remain home.  We require 
2 ushers and 2 greeters (screening) and also 
volunteers to support the tech team. For more 
information on helping with ushering and 
greeting, please contact Pamela in the church 
office admin@trinitystandrews.ca or call 613-
475-1311.  For information on helping with 
support to the tech team, please contact 
Helmut Enns at helmutjanet@gmail.com  or 
Rev. Wan-
da minister@trinitystandrews.ca. Thank you 
for your consideration as we work together! 

mailto:admin@trinitystandrews.ca
mailto:admin@trinitystandrews.ca
mailto:helmutjanet@gmail.com
mailto:minister@trinitystandrews.ca
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